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The 34th World Finals at Michigan State Univer-
sity was a great success. There were 826 teams 

from across the U.S. and 12 other countries such 
as Switzerland, Mexico, India, Japan, and more. It 
was the 3rd time MSU hosted the event and it gave 
participants a warm welcome back.
 Over three days boundless creativity, teamwork, 
and sportsmanship was shown. While competition 
was tough, participants proved that World Finals 
is more than just a competitive event; it’s an op-
portunity to be inspired by others, strengthen team 
bonds, and to enjoy cultural exchange.
  Not only has World Finals proved that competi-
tors are also friends in OotM, but that they will con-
tinue to be important parts of the program for years 
to come. Out of the 4  volunteer of cials, many 
were former team members. It was exciting to see 

so many Odyssey alumni returning to the program. 
In true Odyssey fashion, these individuals are giv-
ing back to students just as others did for them!
 Also giving back were the Blue Valley Odyssey 
Angels. This year’s winning group united attend-
ees from around the world to help foster kids in 
need. The group decided to continue its project of 
making blankets for foster children at the Creativ-
ity Festival. They turned the Odyssey Angels booth 
into an interactive activity for anyone who wished 
to help others. Almost 300 blankets that were do-
nated to foster agencies in three different states.
 While teams made memories and friendships 
that will last a lifetime, they also worked extremely 
hard and competed on a world stage. Congratula-
tions, and good job to all Odyssey teams — hope to 
see you next year!

(clockwise) A 
Michigan team 

congratulates 
each other; India 
excitedly parades 

into Opening Cer-
emonies; Dr. Sam 
& Omer welcome 

teams to MSU; 
Program Director 
Sammy Micklus at 

the Awards Cer-
emony; Dr. Sam 
awarding a rst 

place team.
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Louise Peacock Elementary School Corunna, MI Pet Project, Div I
This team used pneumatic, electronic, and detailed mechanics to provide an awe-inspiring engi-
neering spectacular. All three vehicles showcased extraordinary design and risk-taking, includ-
ing an accordion-like vehicle that inched across the competition site.
Charter School of Wilmington Team A Wilmington, DE Pet Project, Div III
This team has created an unusual way to move on land with a scrap of wood, an electric motor, 
and one wheel that didn’t even touch the ground. Their innovation is absolutely amazing!
Gyeseong Elementary School Seoul, South Korea ARTchitecture: The Musical, Div I
This team took a risk by using minimalistic costume and scenery to create an emotionally mov-

Sungnyemun. Using almost no words, the team took us on a historical journey from its construc-

CW Davis Middle School Flowery Branch, Georgia Tumble-wood, Div II
This team showed exceptional creativity in creating a ramp that was transformed into the shape 

scales were made completely of balsa wood.
 Singapore Tumble-wood, Div III

This team transformed trash into a special backdrop and ramp. It cut straws into various lengths 
that created Lady Gaga’s face on the side of its ramp. The visually stunning face was adorned 

-
ous trash items like spoons, beans, and pasta. It formed a portrait of the band Kiss, and a Lady 
Gaga costume so over-the-top that it would impress the star herself.

OMER’S AWARDS

Upper St. Claire High School Upper St. Claire, PA: This team’s set and props demon-
strated exceptional skill: a giant boat with crashing waves and a moving monsoon costume; a 
trash heap that when illumaded cast a shadow of a woman; and even a prism-like device that 
gave the appearance of the team swimming, diving and more.
Aiden Stickland Ryan Elementary School Chandler, AZ: Aiden decided to compete 

received multiple standing ovations after his performance and showed true courage, persever-
ance, and Odyssey spirit.
Dawn and Rich Outtrim Tannersville, NY: In the fall of this year, these coaches experi-
enced the tragic loss of their son. The couple continued coaching despite the challenges they 
faced, showing dedication to the team in the face of personal hardship.
Port St. Lucie High School Port St. Lucie, FL: The team asked judges all questions in 
song, worked together in song, and never stopped smiling. The spontaneous judges enjoyed see-
ing them work together, and their love of being on a team was truly obvious.
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*Each individual membership costs $135, but you will receive discounts if you purchase more than one membership. For each membership 
purchased, you get ve competitive long-term problems, one primary problem, one copy of the Program Guide, and more!

_____ Individual 2013-14 Odyssey of the Mind Membership @ $135 ........................................................................................  ________
_____ Additional membership(s) for the same school or community group @ $100 ..............................................................  ________
_____ 6-10 memberships for the same school district (must register at the same time) @ $120 ...........................................  ________
_____ 11 or more memberships from the same school district (registered at the same time) @ $100 ..................................  ________

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND SUPPORT MATERIALS
_____ A Creative Experience @ $9.95 Odyssey of the Mind promotional DVD  ..............................................................................  ________
_____ ** Lots of Problems. . . And Tips to Make You More Creative @$17 Tips on problem-solving ...............................................  ________
_____ ** Creative Interaction @ $17 Discusses the importance of interaction between students ....................................................  ________
_____ **Applying Your Creativity @ $15 Discusses different types of human creativity ...................................................................  ________
_____ The Spirit of Creativity @$15 Anecdotes about OotM written by Dr. Sam .............................................................................  ________
_____ **Spontaneous Combustion @ $7.50 Booklet of spontaneous problems and tips .................................................................  ________
_____ Odyssey of the Mind Program Guide @ $7.50 (one is automatically included with membership) .........................................  ________
_____ Coaches Training Video @ $20 DVD with tips and techniques for coaches ..........................................................................  ________
_____ packs of Balsa Wood (premium grade AAA 36” x 1/8” x 1/8”) @ $20 per bundle (50 pieces) ................................................  ________

Spend $40 or more and get free Shipping & Handling! Contact CCI for international S&H.
Orders under $40 add $7.50 for S&H. There is no S&H charge for membership packets.

** These are books with a collection of long-term and/or spontaneous problems from past years.

Subtotal_______
S&H _______
Total_______

Payment Methods (Sorry we do not accept phone orders.)
  U.S. Mail: Send this completed form along with a check or Purchase 

Order, payable to CCI, or with your credit card info to: CCI: 406 Ganttown 
Road Sewell, NJ 08080
FAX: Send this form along with a copy of your Purchase Order or credit 
card information and fax to (856) 256.2798.
Online: Pay by credit card at www.odysseyofthemind.com.

____VISA   ____Master Card   ____American Express   ____Discover

Acct #______________________________________________________ 
Exp. ______________________ CSV  (security code)________________
Signature of cardholder__________________________________________

Shipping Address (For UPS Delivery)
Is this a residence? ________yes    ________ no

Name __________________________________

Address ________________________________

_______________________________________

City____________________ State/Prov_______

Zip ____________ Country _________________

Phone # ____________________

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND
2013-14 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Questions? Email info@odysseyofthemind.com or call 856.256.2797
For new memberships or renewals, complete this form and return it with a check, purchase order, or credit card information below.
Check one:
Divisions I, II, and III:
_________  Individual school: Must register in the school name. May enter one team per problem per division in competition.
_________  Two or more schools: Must share the same principal to be under the same membership. Use school district name on applica-

tion. May enter one team per problem per division in competition.
_________  Home-schooled students: Must include at least four home-schooled students. May also include up to three members from one 

school. May enter one team per problem in competition.
_________  Community Group: May enter one team per problem per division in competition. May not be an organization established solely 

for the purpose of participating in Odyssey of the Mind. Please submit by-laws if this is a new membership.
Division IV:
_________  All team members must be high school graduates and registered for at least one class at a college or university. They do not 

have to attend the same institution. May enter one team per problem. May proceed directly to World Finals.

Membership name_____________________________________________ Membership number (for renewal, if known) _______________
Grades covered by membership _____________________School district ___________________________ County ___________________
Contact person (may be a coach) _____________________ Mailing address (for correspondence)  ________________________________
City___________________________ State/Province_________________ Zip________________ Country  _________________________
Daytime phone ______________________ Email ____________________________________ FAX  ______________________________



PRSRT STD
US Postage 

PAID
Bellmawr, NJ 080

Permit 7

Odyssey of the Mind

c/o Creative Competitions, Inc.
407 Ganttown Road  Sewell, NJ  08080

www.odysseyofthemind.com

Hey Teams,
Here’s to a new year of teamwork, 
fun, and creativity! Best of luck.

Your friend,

OMER

The Odyssey of the Mind Newsletter is published by Creative Competitions, Inc.
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2013 Blue Valley Odyssey Angels with Director Cheryl Mick-
lus showing off their blankets at the popular OA booth. 

Learn more at: www.odysseyangels.org

CREATIVITY

 FESTIVAL BOOTHS:

Most Creative: FL

Most Popular: NC

BANNER FINALISTS FLOAT FINALISTS

Arkansas
Connecticut
Kansas
Maryland
Missouri

North Carolina
Virginia
Wisconsin
Hong Kong
Japan

Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Maine
Michigan

New Jersey
New York
Pennsylvania
India
Mexico

 Jackie Otte received this year’s Spirit 
Award for over 30 years of volunteerism 
within Ootm at the regional, state, and 
international level. As NY AD, she suc-
cessfully ran one of the largest Odyssey 
associations. She has also ensured that 
Odyssey’s future remains strong with her 
work in the Shadow Program and the Pri-
mary Problem.
 The Creativity Award was given to 
Korczak Ziokowski and the Crazy Horse 
Memorial Foundation for utilizing great 
creativity, problem-solving, and team-
work in helping to protect and preserve 
the culture of the North American Indians 
through art, education, and volunteerism. 
Administrative Vice President Rollie 
Noem accepted the award on behalf of the 
foundation at the Opening Ceremonies.
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